Spontaneous gastric decompression of peripancreatic collection.
Peripancreatic collections related to acute pancreatitis can range from simple serous fluid to infected phlegmon. The latter can be associated with significant morbidity and mortality. A patient with striking abdominal computed tomography images of an infected phlegmonous peripancreatic collection was seen at our institution. The clinical picture was much different from what the images predicted. Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography revealed a fistulous connection between the collection and the stomach, also seen on retrospective abdominal computed tomography scan review, indicating spontaneous decompression, which cured the patient.